
mj corresponding benefit to the treasury in the way of
preventing fraud.

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, opposed the amendment, and in-
gifted that the subject properly pertained to the Commit¬
tee on Pensions, which would undertake a proper inves¬
tigation of the whole subject.

Mr. SITART supported the amendment as politic, and
well calculated to guard the treasury from inroads.

Mr. HUNTER defended the ameudment, and read a
letter from the Commissioner ofPensions to show that, in
a partial examination by agents, many of the pensioners
were found healthful and with stalwart frames. Mr. II.
professed himself willing to abandon the biennial exami¬
nation and have a general one; and, if the system worked
well, it might then be continued.
The discussion was continued by Messrs. BADGER,

PETTIT, CASS, ADAMS, JONES, of Iowa, TOUCEY,
and other*, when the amendment was so amended as to
have one new examination, instead of one in every two
years ; and the proviso excluding pensioners from receiv¬
ing pensions while in office was stricken out.
And the question was then taken on agreeing to the

amendment in its amended form, and decided in the af¬
firmative, as follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bayard, Brodhead, But¬

ler, Clay, Clayton, Evans, Ftssvnden, Fitzpatrick, Foot,
Uwin, Ilamlin, Hunter, Magon, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Slidell,
Stuart. Tn'ueey, aud William.'.22.
NAYS.Messrs. Adam!-, Badger, Brown, Dodge of Wis-1

consin, Dodge of Iowa. Everett, Fish, Geyer, James, Jones of
lows, Jones of Tcnnewee, Morton, 1'ettit, Husk, Shields,
Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade,
Waller, and Wright.20.

Mr. M ASON said the chairman of the Committee on
Finance had asked from one o'clock until two, and it;was
now more than half an hour over that time, aud he felt
compelled to move that the further consideration of the
bill be postponed until to-morrow.

Mr. HUNTER expressed the hope that the motion
would not prevail, but that they should go on with the
bill and dispose of it, which he thought could bo done
to-day.

Mr. SHIELDS expressed the opinion that time would
bo saved by such a course.
Setseal Sksatoks. The bill cannot be disposed of

to-day.
Mr. MASON' might be disposed to yield the point if he

could have any satisfactory assurance that the bill would
be disposed of.

Mr. HUNTER could not give any such assurance; so
far as he was concerned he thought it might be perfected.

Mr. MASON then persisted in his motion, and asked
the yea* aud nays, which could determine the sense of
the Senate.

The question was then taken, and determined in the
negative, as follows:

YEAS.Jlussrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell, Brodhead,
Sutler, Clay, Evans. Fitzpatrick, Mason, Morton, Norris,
Pr.itt, RusK, Thompson of Kentucky, Wade, Weller, and
Williams.IS.
NAYS.Messrs. Atchison, Com, Dodge of Wisconsin,

Dodge of Iowa. Everett, Fcssenden, Fish, Foot, Geyer,
G witt, Huuilin, lluutur. James, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Ten-
nesaee, Pearce, Pettit, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, Sutnncr, Thom-
eon of New Jersey, Toueey, and Wright.24.
The deficiency bill was then continued, and various

amendment- were adopted, among which was one to strike
out the pensions to seamen of private armed vessels.
Among those adopted were an item of $'.»,000 for the

repair of Pennsylvania avenue to llock Creek ; for com¬
pleting the Little Falls Bridge $75,000; an allowance of
twenty additional clerks for the Pension Office and five
for the Treasury ; aud for completing the survey of the
Pacific Railroad $25,000.

Mr. PRATI moved to amend the bill by inserting au

appropriation of $500,000 for continuing the works for
supplying the District with water.

This amendment led to a spirited discussion. The
amendment was sustained by Messrs. PRATT, BROWN,
BRODHEAD, and others, and opposed by Messrs. DODGE,
of Iowa, PETTIT, BUTLER, and others, when the ques¬
tion was taken by yeas aud nays and decided iu the affir¬
mative, as follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Brodhead, Brown,

Douglas, Evans, Everett, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Hunter,
James, Ma"'on, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Shields, Stuart, and
Sumner.20.
NAYS.Messrs. Adams,; Atchison, Butler, Clay, Dodge of

Wisconsin., Dodge of Iowa. Fitxpatrick, Gwin, Ilamlin, Jones
of Iowa, Pettit, Slidell; Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson
of New Jersey, M ade, Williams, and Wright.17.

Mr. BADGER then moved to amend the bill by insert¬
ing a clause the effect of which is to repeal the present
law relating to the printing ordered by the two Houses,
and to provide that where different printers are selected
each shall do the printing for the House electing him, and
that so much of the printing as relates to the Ecveral Ex¬
ecutive Departments shall be divided between the printers
of the two Houses.
On this motion Mr. HAMLIN demanded the yeas and

nays ; which amendment is now pending.
The Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Mr. HENN. from the Committee on Public Lauds, re-}

ported back Senate bill for the benefit of the settlers and j
pccupunt5 of the towu of Council Bluffs, in Iowa, with the
recommendation that it pass.

He explained that the bill gave the «ettlers and occu¬

pants of Council Bluffs a whole section of land, with the
privilege of entering it at $1.25 per acre, in lieu of the
half scction granted them tinder the act of May 23, 1844.
He explained the causcs which reudered this increase of
the grant necessary, and asked immediate action on
the bill.
The bill was then rend the third time and passed.

INDIGENT INSANE BILL.
Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Public Lands, to

which was referred the bill of th? House making a grant
of the public lands to the several States and Territories
of the Union for the beuetit of indigent insane persons,
made an adverse rrport on the --arae. which was read. It
gives at some length the objections of the committee to
the measure.

Mr. BENNETT, from tho same committee, submitted a

report containing the views of the minority, which he ask¬
ed to have read.

Objection was made, when both reports were ordered to
lie on the table and be printed.

Mr. DISNEY then moved that the bill be referred to the
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union.

Mr. COBB hoped themotion would not prevail, but that
the bill would be at once acted upon.

Mr. IIENDitICRS said that the report which had been
read was a very important one, and expressed some very
wholesome truths on the subject. He thought it would
be very proper to distribute a good many copies of it over
the country, and therefore moved that the Committee on

Printing be instructed to inquire into the expediency of
printing 10,000 extra copies of the report.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. BENNETT submitted a similar motion in regard to

the miuority report, and it was also agreed to.
Mr. HAVEN inquired if it would be in order to move

that a special committee be appointed to which this bill
should be referredHe believnd that in the last Con¬
gress a bill i(f this character took that direction. This
was certainly a bill of consequence, and a very able report
had bet;u made upon It by the chairman of the Committee
on Public 1/mds and read to the House. In his opinion,
it was due to the friends of the bill that they should have
an opportunity to reply to it in a way that would be as
authoritative. He moved that the bill be referred to a
oelect committee.
The 8PEAKKB stated that tlic motion was not in order

at the present time, but could be. submitted if the motion
to commit should be disagreed to.
Tho question being on the motion to commit.
Mr. WARREN moved that tUe bill be laid on the table,

which motion was disagreed to by the following Tote:
YEAS.Messrs. Aiken, .Tame? C. Allen, Willi* Allen, Ashe,

Thoma# 11. Bayly, Barksdale, Harry, Bell, Boeoek, B >yce,
Caruthers, Casliie, Cba-tain, Chri.-man, John G.Davis, Dean,
Dent, Disney, Dowdcll, Eastman,' Kddy, Edgerton, Flliott,
Ellison, Fuller, Goode, Grow, Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris,
Wiley 1*. Harris, Hasting", tlcndrieks, llenn, liibbard,
Houston, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Koland
Jones, Keitt. Kidwell, Kittrrdge, Latham, Mncdonald, Mc-
Mullcn, MeXair, McQueen, Maoy, Maxwell, Million, Murray,
Nichols, Old", Orr. John Perkins, Powell, Reese, Bobbins,
RuEn, Sevr.ird, Shannon, Shaw, Oerrit Smith, William
Smith, George W. Smyth, Snodgraf*, Vansant, Walsh, War¬
ren, John Wentworth, and Daniel B. Wright.71.
NAYS.Messrs. Abercroinbie, Appleton, Belcher, Bennett,

Bugg, Carpenter, Chandler, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb,
Cook, C»>rw in, Cox, Culloui, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick,
Dickinson, Dunbar, Edoiauds, English, Etheridge, Everhart,
Parley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Goodrich, Grey, Aaron
Harlan, Harrison, Haven, 11 ill, Ilowe, Hunt, Ingersoll, Kerr,
Knox, Kurtz, Lane, Lilly, Li- dley, MoCulloeh, MeDougall,
Matteson, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Norton, Packer,
Parker, Peek, Peekman, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Phelps,
Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Kfady, David Kitchie,
Thomas Ritchsy, Russell, Satin, Sapp, S^yuiour, Simmons,
Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, Wil iam R. Smith,
fitraub, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy,
Trout, Upham, Wade, Walker, Walley, Elihu B. Wa?hburne.'
Israel Washburn, Wells, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook,
Wheeler, llendrick B. Wright, and Zjllicotler.89.
The question was thcu taken on the motion to commit

the bill; And it was decided in the affirmative: Yea* 83,
nays 72.

Mr. FLORENCE, by consent, introduced a bill to pro¬
vide for apprentices in the United States naval service,
revenue service, and marine ; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs

STEAM FRIOATF. BILL
Mr. IIOCOCK offered the usual resolution to close all

debate in Committee oV the Whole on the six frigate bill
at two o'clock to-morrow

Mr. WASHBURN E, of Illinois, moved to lay the re«o-

lotion on the table ; which motion was negatived: Teas
All, nays 93.
The resolution was then agreed to.
On motion of Mr. BOCOCK, the House then went into

Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr.
Hamilton, of Maryland, in the chair,) and resumed the
oonsideratien of the bill to authorize the construction of
six first class steam frigates and for other purposes.

Mr. UARKSDALE proposed to devote the time to which
be was entitled to an investigation of the bill to organize
Territorial Governments for Nebraska and Kansas, and
to answer a portion, at least, of the objections which had
beeu urged against its passage. In so doing, it was uot
his purpose to engage in a discussion of the abstract ques-
tion of slavery; so far »s the argument which he designed
making was concerned, it was uot necessary that he should
do so. Whatever in his opinion might be its benefits and
blessings to the master and slave, not only in the Southern
States, wliere it existed, but in the uou-slsveholding
States, which manufactured and consumed articles pro¬duced by slave labor, the South rested it.* defence uponthe constitution of the country, where it was placed by
the patriots and sages who forrnod tho Government
and moulded our institutions. Shielded by that instru¬
ment, they could safely bid defiance to those whose busi¬
ness here it was to, assail it, and whose political existence
depended upon the agitation of this question. Neither
did he design to discuss the question of the provisions of.
the bill, as they were similar to tho details of all the bills
organizing Territorial Governments which hud from time
to time been passed by Congress.

Mr. 15. then replied to the objection that this bill was

premature, and the white population of the Territories
was nat sufficient to demand its passage. These objec¬
tions, he said, however honestly entertained or plausible
they might appear, would uot stand the test of tacts and
scrutiny. The meat indubitable evidence of the fact was
that a Delegate was now here, elected hy the people thern-
sclyes, asking, in the name of those he represented, the
organization of these Governments. If this should not
be done now in a short time Congress would be forced to
act, or the people would act for themselves.

lie then considered the argument that by passing thii?
bill Congress would violate its treaties with the Indians
inhabiting these Territories, and declared that he was in
favor of the Government scrupulously preserving its treaty
stipulations with them.
He denied that the Missouri act of 1820 was a com¬

pact between the North and the South, and proceeded to
show wherein the l'orin?r had frequently violated it.

Mr. NORTON* followed, and delivered an hour's speech
in opposition to the Nebraska-Kansas bill. He adverted
to the assertion that the line of 3(5° 5J0' was imposed upon
the South by the North, aud referred to the record to
prove that it was forced upon the North by the South,
and that it was regarded as a triumph of the latter. Hut
when the compact was made, the North, loving the Union,
submitted to and acquiesced in it, and had faithfully
kept and preserved it from the time of Us adoption up to
the present day.

It was assumed by this bill, and was constantly main-
tained by its authors and advocates, that the eighth sec-
tion of the Missouri act had been superseded by the mea¬
sures of 185U. Having carefully examined the subject,
he contended that there was not a single line or feature in
either of the acts of 1850 which affected in any degree
the Louisiana purchase, so far as Nebraska and Kansas
were concerned.
He then argued that the doctrine of non-intervention

was not established in the acts of 1850 organizing the
Territories of Utah and New Mexico. This doctrine
ceuld not be carried out to its legitimate results unless the
distinction which exists between sovereign States and
Territories should bo swept away. The acts of 1850 did
not establish the doctrine of non-inteuveution, nor did
the bill against which he was now speaking.

In conclusion he said that he desired to do equal justice
to all sectii«t!sj0f the country. He was proud of the pros-
pcrity of eveiy State of the Union. Ho gloried in the
whole Government, and would not see one star erased
from our glorious flag. Much as ho regarded slavery
with disfavor, looking upon it as the most cruel system
ever established, he would resist any attempt to interfere
with it as it rests in the States. It was their institution,
and let them cherish it. But when they asked him to
extend it into territory now tree, and especially where it
was prohibited by law, he would never give it his
sanction.

lie did not believe that this bill could over pass, for he
did not think its friends had the numbers to pass it; but
if it should pass and this territory be wrenched from the
North in violation of a solemn compact and against their
earnest protest, then blame them not if they should take
it back again. ,*

Mr. KEITT then obtained the floor, when
The committee rose.
The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication

from the Secretary of the Interior. tr:vnsmitting, in com¬
pliance with the resolution of the House of the 10th
instant, information relative to appropriations for the
benefit of the Cherokces east aud west of the Mississippi
river; which was laid on the table and ordered to be*
printed.

The House then adjourned.

Thursday, Marcu 30, 1854.

IN SENATE.
The following memorials and petitions were presented

and appropriately referred :

By Mr. EVERETT: From a spccial committee of the
American association for the advancement of science, on
the subject of establishing a geographical department of
the Library of Congress. This memorial sets forth the
great importance of sucli an addition, and thnt there is
not in the United States or on this continent a single col¬
lection of geographical materials that is even tolerably
complete; that all the collections throughout the country
have been formed for some special and limited purpose,
and hence all are partial and imperfect, and do not rise
to the rank of a true geographical library, in which should
be found the means of investigating .all geographical
questions both of sea and land, at home and abroad.
Year by year particular localities assume the highesttemporary importance, as for instance, quite recently,
Hungary, the Clack Sea, Japan, China, Australia, the
Pacific Islands, Central America, our entire Western
coast, the Amazon, the La Plata, and especially our own

unexplored Western territories. None can say how great
the value of local information on any country, either old
or new, may become in a single year; yet there is not on
this continent miy single place where we can resort with
confidence for the materials requisite for precise and com¬

plete investigations on such questions as may arise.
Anl hence the memorialists consider the formation of a

systematic, comprehensive, and complete geographical
library as a most genuine and unequivocal American
desideratum.
By Mr. STUART: From citizens of Miebigan, residing

in the county bordering on Lake Superior, asking the im-
provement of the harbor of that lake.
By Mr. WRIGHT: From A. C. Carter and others, citi¬

zens of New Jersey, asking further protection against the
infringement of patents.
Dy Mr. BELL : From the faculty of Cumberland Col¬

lege, in Tennessee, asking that a township of land may
be granted to each incorporated college in the United
States.

Petitions were presented against the passage of the
Nebraska bill by Messrs. WRIGHT, BAYARD, and
BADGER.

Mr. IJADGKR, on presenting his, took occasion to say
that the petition just presented was the game to
which he had alluded some days ago, and which he had
been in hourly expectation of receiving. Out of the forty-
three signatures to the document, there were sixteen by
the name of White, who he presumed were all members
of that respectable religious society denominated Friends.
Their opposition to the bill was founded on a provision
they deem unjust, because they consider that it involved
a breach of national faith. Ho far as ho knew the per¬
sonal charactfr of these parties, and from the further
fact that they were from the State of North Carolina, be
felt bound to conclude that they were just, as well as rea¬
sonable men, aiid that, after they had read the discussion
which had taken place as to any change produced by his
amendment on the character of the original bill, they
would find that they were entirely mistaken in the sup>-
position that the measure was either unjust or involved
any violation of the public faith, and consequently would
withdraw their opposition.

REPORTS 1TIOM COM MITTBE8.
Mr. PETTfT, from the Committee on Frivnte Land

Claims, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the
relief of Jean iiaptiste Beaubien.
Abo, from the varae committee, a report, acoompanied

by a bill for th« relief of John Ousman, of Louisiana.
The bill was read a third time and passed.
Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on the Post Office

and l'ost Koadu, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill
for the relief of Thomas Rhodes.

Mr. STUART, froia the Committee on Public Lands,
to which w^j referred the bill to authorize the sale of
Rock Island, in the State of Illinois, and for other pur¬
poses, reported Lack the same with an amendment.

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on Foreign Rela¬
tions, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for the
relief of the representatives of Thomas D. Anderson, late
Consul of the United (States at Tripoli.

DEFICIENCY BILL.
Mr. HONTKR moved to proceed to the consideration

of the bill to supply the deficiencies in the appropriations
for the service of ?he fiscal year ending 30th June, 1854 ;
which motion was agreed to.
The question pending was the amendment of Mr.

Bamik, the effect of which ie to repeal the present law
relating to the printing ordered by the two ilooae*, and

to provide that where different printers art selected each
shall do the printing for the House electing him, sad that
so much of the printing as relates to the several Execu¬
tive Departments shall be divided between the printers of
the two Houses.

Mr. FITZPATRICK opposed the amendment of Mr.
Uadokr, on the ground that it would involve great addi-
tional expense ; and, though friendly in the main to the
idea that each House should have the control of its own

priuting, still he was unwilling to effect the object at any
large additional outlay. Resides, he considered the amend-
meut out of place in a deficiency bill, which purported to
supply deficiencies. Vet here was a measure introduced
that had no kindred relation with it. If the amendment
could be so modified us to secure the object which Seua-
tors had in view, without increasing to any very great ex-
tent the cost, it should have his support.
Mr. WELLER supported the amendment, on the ground

that each branch .should have the entire control of its own
printing, if there was any defect in the present law,
they should abolish or change it; but, so long as the law
allowed them to elect their own printer, that officer
should be entitled to all its privileges and immunities.
He thought it quite as reasonable to blend the duties of
sergeant at-arms of the two Houses as those of the prin¬
ters. Let their duties be so defined that there should at
least be no conflict between them.

Air. HUNTER argued in favor of the amendment, de¬
nying that it would involve any great additional expense.
In no cveut did life conceive that it could exceed $-,000
or $2,500.

Mr. JIAMLIN went into an elaborate argument to prove
that the amendment should not prevail, lie insisted that
the present law had not had a fair chance to see whether
it would work well or not, and that it should at least be
continued until that fact was ascertained. He had op¬
posed the original law from the beginning, believing, as
he diil, that the contract system, fairly and rigidly en¬
forced, was the'best and cheapest, lie stood, however,
almost clone in his view. Senators insisted that the con¬
tract system was an entire fuilure, and on that belief had
the present law been bottomed ; and yet these very Sena¬
tor- were the first to come forward and seek to change it.
So far as individuals were concerned he cared nothing
about the matter. Under the law the Senate had seen fit
to elect its own printer; nud of that he had no complaint
to make, lie insisted that under the present law the
profits of the winter ox the Hanate would be found to
bear a relative proportion to those of the printer to the
House. Mr. H. went into details to sustaiu his position.
The debate was continued by Messrs. BUTLER,

IPEARCE, BAVARD, BADGER, STUART, PRATT, and
others ; when tho question was taken on the amendment,
and decided in the affirmative, us follows :

YEAS.Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, B.-.vard, Brod-
head, Brown, Butler, Clayton, Dougiaf, Everett, Fish, Foot,
Cieycr, llunter, Mason, Morton, Pcaroe, Pettit, l'ratt, Rusk,
Sumrer, Thompson of Kentucky, Weller, and Wright.24.
NAYS.M essra. Bell, Bodge of Wisconsin, Dod^j of Iowa,

Fessenden, Fit;;patritk, (J win, Hamlin, Jones of Iowa, Norris,
Slidull, S:uart, Wade, and Williams.13.

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, then moved to amend
the bill by inserting an additional section appropriating
as follows: For completing the cuStom-houses at St.
Louis $100,000, at Mobile $<>5,000, at Cincinnati and
Louisville each $40,000, at Bangor and Bath, in the
State of Maine, each $20,0O0, at Wilmington $12,000;
for purchasing a site for a custom-house at Providence,
Rhode Island, $12,000.

Mr. HAMLIN moved to amend the amendment by
inserting an item of $250,000 for the purchase of a new
site for a custom-house at San Francisco, and for a cus¬
tom-house at Portland, Maine, including rooms for a
court-house and poet office, $200,000.

This led to a protracted discussion, Messrs. HAMLIN,
GWIN, BAYARD, GEYER, BELL, WELLER, and others
sustaining the proposition, and Messrs. IlliNTER,
PRATT, and others opposing it.
No question was takon, and at past four o'clock P. M.

the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF KEPRESENTATIVES.
Nathaniel 0. Taylor, elected to fill tho vacancy oc¬

casioned by the death of the Hon. Brookins Campokli.,
of 1'enuessee, appeared to-day, was qualified, and took
his seat f.5 a member of the House.

EXPLANATIONS
Mr. DENNETT paid that an article appeared in the

Washington " Union"' on Saturday last in relation to his
Colleague, (Mr. Tatlob.) in which it was stated that that
gentlemau had avowed his determination to vote for the
Nebraska bill. He (Mr. 11.) had received a large peti¬
tion agaiust that bill from the county of Tioga, where his
colleague resided, and which was formerly in his own
district, signed by over one thousand citizens, with a ro-

quest that he would present it, in the House. He would
have presented the petition under the rules, knowing that
some gentlemen would object to its open presentation;
but it was accompanied with a statement that it was de¬
signed £.9 an instruction to his colleague to vote against
the Nebraska bill, und that his colleague had declared,
at a meeting in that county, that he would vote against
the bill or resign his seat, and signifying their request to
have him do so if he intended to support the bill. Now.
he desired to give his colleague an opportunity to put
himself right, and be hoped the House would give him
an opportunity to do so.
No objection having been made.
Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, replied that he had noth¬

ing to say on the subject of what he might have said or
what opinions he might have given in reference to the Ne-
braska bill elsewhere; that he did not believe it was pro-
per for him to make any explanation upon the subject.
In reference to the petition which had been transmitted
to his colleague to present here, he was entirely witling
that ho should present it. Had it been sent to him to
present, be should have presented it with great pleasure,
although it was opposed to his views on the subject;
but as those who had control of it had sent it to his col¬
ic-ague, he had his entire concurrence to present it.

STEAM FRIGATE BILL.
On motion of Mr. HAVEN?, the House went into Com¬

mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ha¬
milton, of Maryland, in the chair,) and resumed the
consideration of the bill to authorize the construction of
six first-class steam frigates and for other purposes.

Mr. KEITT made an hour's speech on the subject of
the Nebraska-Kansas bill. He alluded to the ordinunce
of 1787, which he considered the source of all subsequent
agitation, and declared that it was an unconstitutional
and a most graceless enactment. He contended that
Congress had no power to impose the restriction of 30°
3(V, und argued that it was the duty of the Government
to protect the institution of slavery.

Mr. BENTON gave his views on the subject of the bill
before the committee. He remarked that it was «ne of
the misfortunes of a long continuance in public life to
have a memory as well as experience, and to be constant¬
ly going back to times and events which were past; to
look at starting points and given directions, and see how
far we are from them now.

Since the war of 1812 the question of an American
navy, more or less, had been the question of all American
statesmen. It was admitted upon all hands that we must
have a navy; hut how much was the question. That
question, in the minds of many who had passed away,
was governed by consideration", some of wl»ich were na¬
tural in themselves, and others which were indissolubly
connected with our position.

It was granted that we should have a nary for defence
and for the protection of our commerce; but when we
came to the question of a navy for conquest, of a navy
which was to contend with the combined caries of the
world for the supremacy of the seas, it was another ques-
tion, which was not granted by the earliest founders of
our Government.
Our policy in respect to the question of the maintenance

of a navy depended partly upon natural, partly upon po¬
litical causes. We are fhe saidt a continent, not an island.
Our policy is p»-ace, not aggression; it is defence, not
(conquest. These are our policies; these are the doc¬
trines of earlier times.
A standing army was always condemned by the Ameri¬

can people; a standing navy, a navy in time of peace,
was always rejected by the American people. But the
valor of the officers and seamen of our navy in the war
of 1812 had induced a different feeling towards the navy,
The navy fought itself into popularity ; the army did not
fight itself into popularity, so as to give us a standing
army in time of pence. Cut the navy, by its brilliant
success during the war of lfcl-, changed our policy, and
we were now to have a standing navy in time of peace.
He adverted to the provision of the bill which author-

iied these frigates to be built either by contract or in the
navy yards, at the discretion of the Secretary of the Na-j vy, and inquired whether they could not be constructed

I at the seveu navy yards of the Government ? What would
be thought of a man who owned seven mills sending hisI tub of meal to a neighbor to have it ground ? [Laugh¬ter.]

Having referred to the opinions of several eminent
statesmen on this subject, he proceeded to speak against
the maintenance of stationary squadrons, which he con¬
demned as a mistaken policy, it was a British policy.That Government had its squadron for home and for the
four quarters of the world. It had islands in all portionsof the globe ; but we had rone such ; we had no induce¬
ment whatever to follow their plan of stationary squad¬
rons. He could soc no adequate reason for keeping
them op at stations where lie apprehended they had no¬

thing to do.
8iuce|l$l2 three hundred millions of dollars had been

expended for naval purposes, and he contended that we
could not use beneficially the ships that we now had.
He opposed the system of building ships in time of

peace as a process of building up and rotting down. Since
1812 we had had no use for a navy, and he saw but little
pro*peet of needing one; for we had no system of aggres-

eion, no system of foreign conquest. We had oar co&sti
and the outlets of our rivers to defend, but ire had no-
thing to do with conquest. He bettered that the whole
bus inoka of creating navies had been nothing in the world
but a contest in ship-building, a contest between ship-
carpenters. In his opinion we had no naval policy ; for
it was one that related exclusive!/ to fighting.Mr. CLINGMAN differed from the gentleman from Mis¬
souri. Our present navy had its origin shortly after the
war of 1812, aud was not now actually stronger than it
wns thirty-five years ago. At that time we had a com-
mercc of a million or twelve hundred thousand tons, while
now it amounted to four million tons. If, therefore, our
navy, upon its basis thirty-five years ago, was not too
stroug to protect our commerce tiien, it must be totallyunable to do bo now.
He referred to the change which had taken place in

the construction of vessels since 1812, and urged the ne¬
cessity of the Government building ships ufter the*mo-
deru method, so as to use either steam or sails.
Mr. BOCOCK replied to Mr. Bicnton. He contended

that stationary squadrons were necessary for the protec-tion of our oommerce, aud, to show that an increase of
our navy was required, referred to the fact that a steamer
was employed* on the Pacific coast, at an expense of two
thousand dollars a day, to prevent reinforcements beingsent to Walker's expedition. He honestly believed that
the dictates of common prudence required the construction
of these vessels.

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, concurred in almost everything that had been said by the gentleman from Missouri
in relation to the management of our naval force. Ho
(Mr. 8.) did not consider that we required a greater num-
bor of vessels than we now possess; but thought that ves¬
sels more conformable to modern ideas and modern
science should be substituted for those now in service.
It was on this ground alone that he should vote for the bill.

Mr. DAVIS, of Bhode Island, offered an amendment
that three of the steam frigates should be put in contract,
flo contractor to build more than one hull aud engine, and
contended that this would be the most economical mode
of constructing these vessels aud their machinery.

Mr. CUMMING opposed the amendment, declaring that
he knew, from his owu personal experience, that vessels
built for the navy by contract had dishonored, not only
the navy, tjut the country.
The amendment was rejected.
Mr. PHILLIPS moved to amend the bill so as to make

it also provido for the construction of two sloops of war,
and argued that if gentlemen desired to increase the com¬
merce of the country, they must also increase the power
for its protection.

Mr. BOCOCK said that he should vote against this pro¬
posed increase of the number of vessels to be constructed,
because he would rather pass the bill as it now was than
lose it by attempting to add to the number of ships it
provided for.

Mr. LYON moved to amend the amendment of Mr.
Phillips so as to incx*ease the number of sloops to six.

After debate the amendment was rejected.
Other amendments were offered and discussed, but

without coming to a vote on Mr. Pbillips's amendment
the committee rose.
And the House adjourned.

Friday, March 31, 1854.

4IN SENATE.
This being private bill day, under the rule no business

could be done, save private bills on the calendar, unless
by unanimous consent.
Mr. FOOT asked the indulgence of the Senate to con¬

sider the bill from the -House for the relief of Harriet
Leavenworth, widow of the late Brevet Brigadier General
Leavenworth, pledging himself if it consumed any time
to withdraw it; but the proposition was denied.

Mr. MORTON askod the consent of the Scnato to al¬
low the Committee on Naval Affairs to make a report
which was one of somd importance to the party interest¬
ed. No objection having been made.

Mr. QW1N, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re¬

ported a bill for the relief of Robert Joyner.
This bill is to relieve Mr. Joyner from the accounta¬

bility of certain stores missing at the navy yard at Pen-
wacola, where he was naval storekeeper.

Mr. IIUNTER pressod on the Senate the necessity that
existed for a prompt disposition of the deficiency bill.

Mr. BRODI1EAD, as chairman of the Committee of
Claims, said he felt some embarrassment as to deferring
private business, much of which was pressing; but if
there was a great public necessity for considering the de¬
ficiency bill now, and Fridays should hereafter be devot
ed to private bills, he would make no objection.

Mr. PRATT waived objection to taking up the defi¬
ciency bill, with the understanding that, whenever the
Senate during the .lay should be full, the bill should
bo informally laid aside to permit a vote to be taken on

the bill for the rolief of Hodges and Lansdalc and the
legal representatives of Kinaldo Johnson and Anne E.
Johnson, deceased, which bill had been fully discussed
the two last Fridays.

Mr. HUNTER acquiesced, and the.deficiency bill was
taken up, the amendment pending being that of Mr. Ham¬
lin to amend the amendment of Mr. Thompson, of Ken¬
tucky, by adding an appropriation for the purchase of a

site for a cusAm-house at San Francisco and for the erec¬
tion of a custom house at Portland, Maine, &c.

After some discussion the amendment of Mr. Hamlin
was agreed to.

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, then moved to amend the bill by
inserting appropriations for marine hospitals at Cleve¬
land, St. Louis, Chicago, Louisville, Paducah, San Fran¬
cisco, Burlington, Iowa, and Evansvillc, Indiana.
Which, after discussion, was adopted, by the following

vote: Yens 24, nays 17.
The question was then taken on the amendment as

amended, and decided in the affirmative: Yeas 21,
nays 17.
The vote was then- taken on the privato bill for the re¬

lief of Hodge* & Landsdale, and the legal representatives
of Rinaldo Johnson and Ann E. Johnson: which was

passed.
Various other amendments were offered to the deficien¬

cy bill, some of which were adopted and others rejected,
when the bill was reported to the Senate and passed.
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of Exe¬

cutive business, and, after a brief session, the doors were

opened und the Senate adjourned to Monday.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. *

Mr. DUNBAR, by consent, presented resolutions of
the Legislature of Louisiana, asking a grant of lands for
the establishment of an asylum for the benefit of the
blind and dumb in that State; which were referred to
the Committee on Public Lands and ordered to be printed.

PRIVATE BILLS.
This being private bill day, the following bills of the

Senate were taken from the table, read twice, and ap¬
propriately referred:
A bill for the relief of Theodore E. Elliott.
A till for the relief of Dempsey Pittman.
A bill for the relief of Asbury Dickens.
A bill for the relief of Lieut. A. J. Williamson.
A bill for the relief of Wm. T. S. Sanger.
A bill for the relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay, adminis¬

tratrix of Lieut. Col. jUneas Mackay, late ^ deputy quar¬
termaster in the United States army.
A bill for the relief of W. R. Nevina.
A bill for the purchase of the copyright of a work

published by Thomas H. Sumner, wherein he describes
his new method of ascertaining a ship's position at sea.

A bill for the relief of the executrix of the late Bvt.
CjI. A. C'. W. Fanning, of the United States army.
A bill for the relief of the heirs and representatives of

Col. Alex. G. Morgan.
A bill for the relief of John Ousman, of Lruisiana.
A resolution of the Senate for extending an existing

contract for carrying the mail in Alabama was read
twice.

Mr. PHILLII'S explained that the resolution was to
authorize a double line of stages between Montgomery
and Mobile, in Alabama, and asked immediate action
on it.

After debate, the resolution was referred to the Com¬
mittee on the Post Offioe and Post Roads.
The SPEAKER laid before the House a communica¬

tion from the Governor of Oregon, submitting a detailed
statement of the expenditure of money appropriated by
Congress for the use and benefit of that Territory ; which
was Referred to the Committee on Territories and order¬
ed to be printed.

SETTLEMENT OF A PERSONAL DIFFICULTY.
Mr. PRESTON rose for the purpose of making an ex¬

planation in relation to a personal matter which had
occurred upon the floor of the House.

It is yet in the memory of the House (he said) that
the debate which recently occurred between Mr. Cut¬
ting, of New York, and Mr. Bbkckinriimik, of Kentucky,
was marked by personalities. The character of that de¬
bate led to its discussion outside of the walls of this
House. So far as Mr. Cuttino was concerned, he refer¬
red the matters in controversy to his friend, Col. Monroe,
of New York, and Gen. Shirlds, a Senator from Illinois!
Bo far as Mr. Bbeckinhidub was concerned, he referred
the matters in controversy to his friend, Col. Hawkins, of
Kentucky, and myself. I am authorized by these gen¬
tlemen, sir, to state that the matters in dispute have been
settled in a manner which is mutually satisfactory, and
which is conceived alike honorable to both the gentle¬
men who were engaged in the debate.

I have also another duty to discharge on behalf of
these gentlemen ; and, as they transgressed in that de¬
bate the rules of order established for the government
.f this House, to express their mutual regret that this
ehould have occurred, and to ask its indulgcuce as a bodv
for a violation of its rules.

It is a source of gratification to as that the controver¬
sy between these gentlemen, who give strong promise
of future usefulness to their country, and who are al¬
ready admired by a large circle of acquaintances, has
been adjusted in a manner which I am convinced will be
entirely satisfactory to all their friends. I thank |he
House for their indulgence.

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, asked consent to submit a
resolution .« that the ex-Governors of the States of this
Union be admitted within the walls of this House."
Mr. JONES, of New York, objected.

BTKAM-FRIGAT* BILL.
On motion, the House went into Committee of the

Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Havbn, of New
York, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the
bill to authorize the construction of si* first-class steam-
frigates, and for ether purposes.
Many amendments were offered, all of which were re¬

jected. Amoug the propositions to amend which were
submitted wis ope by
Mr. PBCKHAM, to increase the number of frigates

provided for in the bill from six to nine.
He said that he offered this amendment ou account of

a statement which had appeared in the papers relative
to the promulgation of an order in Council by the Foreign
Secretary of England in reference to the action of that
Government as to freight or goods in neutral vessels. He
saw it stated that.
" gome excitement had been created in commercial circles

by Lord Clarendon's announcement to the Riga merchauts
that all Russian produce, to whomsoever belonging, and even
in neutral vessels, shall bo lawful prizes in the event of w..r."
Upon this announcement somecomment had been made

by Mr. Gibson, a member ot the llouse ol Commons,
which he bogged leave to read. It was us follows :

" If the despatch of Lord Clarendon was to be acted upos
we shouid assuredly be brought iuto collision with tho Ameri¬
cans, whose merchantmen would bo liable to be searched by
the British cruisers; and, if they had any parcel on board
which, directly or indirectly, could be made out to bo con¬
nected with Russian commerce, to bo condemned in some
court of admiralty."
Now, this was the revival, he might say continuation,

for he was not aware that it had ever been abandoned,
virtually of the right of search by Great Britain.a doc¬
trine to which we had certainly never acceded, and to
which we never could accede.

It was a question, too, of great importance to this
country, for our commerce with Russia was large ; and
hcnce the question came directly home to us. This war
was impending, was already existing, and a proclamation
of this kind, made by Great Britain, was of great moment'.
He aeked, then, if this be not an important, a controlling
reason, while adding to our navy, to strengthen it yet
more ? He was in l'avor of this increase now, and he
thought that the statement to which he had referred jus¬
tified an increase of nine frigates, at least.
Great Britain, it was true, asked our sympathies in the

contest with Russia; probably she had them to a great
degree ; but it was all important that she should most
distinctly understand that she was encroaching upon a
doctrine that we hold of most vital interest, and we should
be in a condition not only to proclaim this doctrine, but
to have it respected. It was much better for this coun¬
try to prevent aggression thau to seek redress after the
wrong was inflicted.

lie trusted, without extending comments upon this sub¬
ject, that this matter would be properly considered by the
House; and this was the proper occasion, not only to call
the attention of the House to the subject, but to have it
understood by Great Britain what our view is on this
question.

Mr. MILLSON opposed this amendment, though he was
in favor of the bill, believing that this increase of the
navy was required by the necessities of the country, and
that it was in accordance with the almost unanimous sen¬
timent of the country. He should like to see the bill pass
as it now stood. It was intended, in its present form, to
provide for a peace establishment, while the amendment
of the gentleman from New York looked to a state of war
with foreign Powers. If this Government should become
involved in a war, such as would require it to make more
extensive preparations, a supplemental bill might be
brought iu at some future period of the session which
could provide for existing exigencies; but he hoped the
character of this bill as a peace measure would not be
changed. It might be that Great Britain had issued the
order alluded to by the gentleman from New York; but
at all events he trusted the bill would be discussed as one

making a necessary addition to our peace establishment
only.
The question was then taken, and the amendment was

rejected.
Mr. SMITH, of New York, moved to add to the bill a

proviso that no intoxicating liquor shall be kept on the
said ships l'or a beverage.
The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of order as

not germain to the bill.
Mr. SMITH appealed from this-decision, when the

Chair was sustained.
Mr. McMLLLEN moved to amend the bill by addingthereto a section, to the effect that the proceeds of the pub¬

lic lands shall be set apart and appropriated for the cost
of buildiug the said vessels and equipping the same ; and
for the repairs of said vessels and the support of the navyof the United States.
The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of order.
Mr. McMULLEN appealed from this decision.
And the question being taken, Shall the decision of the

Chair stand as the judgment of the Committee ? it was
decided in the affirmative.

So the amendment was ruled out of order.
The committee thou rose and reported the bill to the

House without amendment.
It was then cead the third time and passed by the fol¬

lowing vote:
YEAS.Messrs. Aikon, Willis Allen, Appleton, Asho, Tho.i.

II. Bayly, Banks, Barry, Bclcher, Bell, Benson, Bliss, Bo-
coek, Bugg, Carpenter, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chas
tain, Clingman, Cook, Corwin, Cumraing. Doan, Dent, Dick,
Dowdell, Dunbar, Eddy, Ellison, Etheridge, Everhart, Far¬
ley, Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Goode, Goodrich, Grey, Wi¬ley P. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hibbard, Houston,
Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, J. G. Jones, Roland Jonos, Kerr, Kid-
well, Kittredge, Latham, Lilly, Lyon, McCulloch, Macdonald,
Maxwell, May, Millson, Morrison, Murray, Packer, Peck,
Peekhain, Pennington, B. Perkins, John Perkins, Phillips,Powell, Fratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Riddle, David
Ritchie, Robbins, Ruffin, Resell, Sabin, Seward, Seymour,
Shaw, Singleton, Samusl A. Smith, William Smith, Win. R.
Smith, Goo. W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard II. Stan¬
ton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor,John L. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout. Tweed. Upbnm,Vnil, Vansant, Walker, Walsh, Israel Washburn, T. Went-
worth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Daniel B. W'right, Hendrick B.
Wright, and Zollieoffor.112.
NAYS.Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Bennett,

Benton, Boyee, Campbell, Caruthers, Chrisman, Cobb, Cox,
Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Eastman,
Edgerton, Fenton, Flagler, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Hendricks,
Henn, Hill, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Knox,
Lane, Lindley, McMullen, Macy, John G. Miller, Smith Mil¬
ler, Nichols, Olds, Oliver, Orr, Parker, Ready, Thos. ltitchey,
Sapp, Wade, Elihu B. Washburne, nnd Wells.43.
The House then adjourned until Monday next.

Washington, March HO, 1851.
Messrs. Editors : Will you or 6omc of your numerous

readers please inform me of the origin.for the practier
must have had a beginning.of playing tricks upon the
first of April ? I ask for Information.

Messrs. Editors : In answer to the inquiry of " Infor¬
mationwhich you referred to me, I can only say that if
the practice does not owe its origin to the thirty-sixth
chapter of Deuteronomy, I am unable to tell. Mir/.a.

Tub Totato Crop in Ireland..The Irish journals all
speak art" extensive preparations making on the part of
the farmers for the potato crop. The Cork Constitution
says:
" Encouraged by the high prices at present obtained

for potatoes, and the success which attended their culti¬
vation last year, farmers are preparing extensive crops of
this esculent. Never since the memorable blight in 1844
has there been so extensive and so early a growth of po¬
tatoes as during the present year."
The Tralee Chronicle also says:
" For many years, at so early a period of the spring, so

extensive preparations for the tilling of the potato have
not taken place as at present in the southern psrrls of
this county. All along the coast from Kenmare to Oahir-
civeen a large uxtent of land ia already under cultivation
of that valuable esculent."

The 8tage and Pcirrr..At the firemen's celebration
at San Francisco, oo the 28th February, there was a very
universal representation of all classes. California, in a

few years, has done much to level social barriers and
bring the sons and daughters of Adam to an acknowledg¬
ment of their relationship. An extract from tho report
of the San Francisco celebration brings the theatre and
tlie church into an alliance that, tc^our starched notion*,
appears at least somewhat unusual. It betokens good for
both; it may open wide the doors of the one, and close
some of the backways to the other; constrain the loose¬
ness of the former and widen the strictness of the latter.
This is the extract:

" Mrs. Sinclair having been called for, that lady wai led
forward by the Chief Engineer, (Mr. Duaoe,) and said :

" 'I sinccrely thank you for this distinguished and mo#t
unexpected honor, and yon shall always have my best withes
for your health and prosjerity; and let me assure yon that, in
any thing that may be in my power to aid \ oo, you have only
to command ray services.' [Great applause.]
"After three cheers bad been given for Mrs. Sinclair,

Bishop Kip pronouneed the benedi tlon."
[ATsjs Ytrk livening Putt.

geUfltapfrit flortegponftttw.
Colliriorfcit Sea.

Boston, Mabch 31.*.The steamer Canada has arrivq
at her dpck. At midnight on Wednesday she came in col
lision with the brig Belle, Capt. Magher, from Boston for
Halifax, which sunk immediately. Mm. Keefler, a paatea¬
ger, and the Btewar,d were drowned. The others were res¬
cued by the Canada's'boata, but subsequently transferred
to the Arabia, and arrived at llalifax lust night. The
Canada lost her bowsprit, and was otherwise slightly da¬
maged.

Veto of the Neic York Liquor Lair.
New Yob#, Mabch 31..Governor Sktmoub has sent

a menage to the Legislature vetoing the Prohibitory Li¬
quor Law recently passed by the Legislature, which was
to go into operation on the 1st of May. He gives his
reasons at great length. It has caused much excitement.

Indian Outraye* on the Texan Frontier.
Nr.w OaiEAKe, Mabch 30..Advices from Texas have

been received to the 26th. The Indians have been com¬

mitting drea'Vul outrages upon the frontier, and the citi¬
zens have held meetings at Laredo to take measures for
their defence. They had determined to exterminate the
Lapas tribe of Indians, who were considered to be the
perpetrators of tbe outrages.

Ten Children Burnt to Death.
OoitENsnuBGii, (N. Y.) March 29..The Iiense of

Cooper Tyler, at Ncrth Lawrence, was bornt last nighjtt
while himsolf and wife were out visiting, and his seven
young children perished in the flames. Tiie oldest was but
nine years of age.

Boston, March 29..The dwelling of Wan. Flanders,
at Londonderry, Now Hampshire, was burnt yesterday,
aud three children were burnt to death.

Baltimore Markets.
Baltimore, Mabch 31..Our bread-stuffs a mrket re¬

mains dull; some sales to-day of Howard stra't flour at
$7, but buyers generally are not disposed to give this
price. Rye flour $5.25; cornmeal $3.12 a $o.& 7. Tho
supply of flour on hand is very light, aud most of he sales
making are for future delivery. Wheat If15 n 17 0 cents
for red, to 173 a 175 for white corn 08 a 69 for white,
yellow 09 a 70, mixed 06 a 08 f oats, 3,000 busheltMd.
and Va. at 48 a 49; Pa. do. 50; rye 80; clovt rseed
$4.75 a $5; timothy $3.25 per bushel.

Rio Coffee 11 a 12 cents. Whiskey 24J n 25J * jnts.
Tobacco continues dull, without any shipping donu.

New York Market.
New YobR, Mahcii 31...Flour is gtiffer, but not hi| "h-

er. State and Ohio sell at $7,121 to $7.81}, Genes -*o

wheat, white, $2; corn, yellow, 80, and mixed at 77.

AGRICULTURE IN MASSACHUSETTS.

The First Annual Report of the Secretary of the 8tate*
Board of Agriculture has been laid before the Massachu-f
setts Legislature. We gather from the report a few in¬
teresting statistics relative to the more important staples:
of the State.
Of Indian corn there were raised in the year5 1850

2,295,856 bushels, being an increase of 520,782 bushels
during the ten years preceding 1850. The average yield of
corn in 1810 did not exceed twenty or twenty-five bushels
to tho acre, while the average yield at tho present time
is supposed to exceed thirty-five bushels. Last year the
yield was probably ten per cent, greater than in 1850.
The tendency of farmers for the last ten years has been
to cultivate highly small quantities of land.
The yield of upland hay in 1850 was 483,228 tons,

Rowing an increase of About 16,000 tons in the total
and a slight increase in the average yield per acre ; mak¬
ing it about nine-tenths of a ton. There are 40,667
acres of salt marsh in the State, which produce but about
33,575 tous annually, or three-fourths of a ton to the
acre.
The yield of wheat has been decreasing lor some years.

In 1840 this crop amounted to 101,178 bushels, and in
1850 to 28,487 bushels, there being an averago yield per
acre of about eighteen bushels. Of rye 441,208 ljushels
wore raised in 1850, and 453,705 in 1840; the averageyield
per acre is a little more than fourteen bushels. The ave¬
rage yield of barley is twenty-one bushels to the acre.
It is not as extensively cultivated as formerly. Oats
averaged thirty bushels to the acre last season; the total
produce being 1,210,238 bushels, or 16,062 less than in
'1840. Of potatoes it is estimated that about two and a
half million bushels are produoed annually.
The report refers to the increased cultivation of the

cranberry which has lately taken place, and gives some

interesting details of its culture :

The cost of setting out cranberries generally varies
from $100 to $400 per acre ; and when properly set out,
in a suitable location, the average yield will be about 150
buahels. The cultivation of cranberries is becoming an
important branch of agriculture, more than 100,000 bush¬
els having been gathered during tho past season from
land which for all other purposes would havo been com¬
paratively worthless. .»

The number of acres of woodland in 1850 was 896,450,
or 166,058 more than in 1840; showing an annual in¬
crease of near 17,000 acres.

This is a remarkable fact when taken in connexion with
the increase of population throughout the State.
Tho improvement in breeding stocks continues to be

vory marked. The sheep brought to Sinith6eld market
now average eighty pounds, and the neat cattle average
over 800 pounds. In 1850 there were 152,911 cows in
the State three years old and upwards; about 50,000
oxen four years old and upwards; 76,703 steers and
heifers over one year ; and 74,060 horses.all showing a
considerable increase except heifers and steers.

The number of sheep in Massachuaetts in- 1840 was
343,390; in 1850 it was 179,428. The competition of
the Western States has been a chicf cause in producing .
this decrease. The merino sheep "seem to be most es¬
teemed in this State.

Skkjoub Accident..From the Richmond Mail we learn
that on Tuesday last, during an experimental trip from
that-city to Staunton over the Central Railroad, while a

single car was proceeding down the Mountain track, it
became unmanageable, owing to the breaking of. both
brakes, and descended at a fearful rate a grade of three
hundred feet. The engine had preceded the car, and had
reached the terminus of the State work when it was
struck. The end of the car was stove in and the engine-
house knocked off. There were about forty persons on
board of the car when the accident occurred. A good
many of these jumped off after the collision took place,
fearing that, as their speed was not relaxed, they might
be thrown off into the ravine below. Mr. George Clements,
after jumping off, fell under the car and had both of hi*
legs so badly crushed that there are no hopes of his re¬

covery. A good many others received slight scratches.

We notice a decision lately made in reference to an ar¬
ticle well khown in our market, from the Gazette des Tri-
bunaux de Paris, upon trade marks and patent-rights, in
the Cour do Justice, Tribunal de Commerce de Paris,
Oth February, 1854. M. Bajou announces in the Ameri¬
can papers and by circulars that he had recommenced the
manufacture of "Dajou's" gloves; which right, with a
brevet ^'invention, &o., he had disposed of in 1841, and
of which the court declares E. Compere to bo the sole
proprietor, and condemns M. Bujou to pay 0,000 franou
damages, with costs; and issues a perpetual injunction
against him and all others, except E. Compere, from em¬

ploying the mark or name "Bajou" under any form or

pretence as a mark for gloves.
Hobbs'slock, about which so mneh noise was made dur¬

ing the World's Fair in London, has been pioked at last
by Mr. Uoatcr, foreman for Chubbs, whose lock Hobbs
picked with so mach readiness at that timo. As a conse¬

quence the war of ilobbs against Chubbs and Chubba
against Ilebbs has broken out anew, and with increased
Virulence.

A SucoRssrui. Scamp..Saturday evening, about dusk,
a stranger who had been riding abont the city part of the
afternoon, representing that he was spending a few days
with Gov. Seymour, called at the jewelry establishment
of Williams & Co., on State street, to make some pur¬
chases. His fair exterior and easy manners induoed the
proprietors to believe the statement, and every other
courtesy was shown him, as hs represented that he desire' to
puroba*e several valuable articles to present to his friends
before leaving town. After some difficulty, he ooncJadcd to
take two gold watches, a heavy gold guard chain, sad a sig¬
net ring, in all amounting to some $300.

At the tequest of the purchaser a bill of sale was made oat,
and young Williams dispatched with the oastomer to tho
flovernorV house to ascertain If the articles suited, and pro¬
cure the ca»h if the customer concluded to take them. Wil¬
liams remnined in the carriage while his customer went into
the house.probably aot the Governor's.took off hturoat and
bat, made himself at Home for a few minutoe, and then rsmo
out, stating to Williams that they must call at Mr. J. V. L»
Pruyn's.
The girl answered the bell, informing the stranger that Mr.

P. was not at home. The stranger desired to loave a note for
him, and he walked into the library. In a fow moments he
returned, and requested young Williams to return to the store
and bring him two One bracelets. Williams started to walk
down, when the stranger told htm to take the oarriage, bo
could go quicker. Williams returned to the store and made
known the request of the oustomer.

It is needless to add that the sasploions of the firm were

aroascd. and that on the immediate return of young Williams
the customer had left for parts unknown with his booty, and
nobody knew any thing of him..Mb*ng Argui.


